
                

In 1981, Norman Murphy caused a minor stir in literary circles when he published In Search of Blandings, 
which demonstrated that many of P.G. Wodehouse’s legendary characters and settings were based on fact. In 
the two volumes of A Wodehouse Handbook: The World and Words of P.G. Wodehouse, he reveals his 
findings across a far wider field: the world that Wodehouse lived in and the sources of the many quotations 
and references Wodehouse used so brilliantly. 

Were there cricketing curates and bullying baronets as Wodehouse said? Did people really speak like Bertie 
Wooster? Who was the celebrated Maisie? What does a Jubilee Watering Trough look like? Where is Loose 
Chippings? How did the Gibson Girls keep England in suspense? What was ‘Just Like Mother Makes’? What 
was a gazeka? When did young men-about-town start saying ‘What’? Where was Geisenheimer’s? What is the 
recipe for Green Swizzles? Where was Bertie Wooster’s flat? Where did Buck-U-Uppo come from? Why was 
Bertie more to be pitied than censured?  

All these queries and many more are answered in the two volumes of A Wodehouse Handbook. Based on 
more than twenty years of dredging though biographies, memoirs, obituaries and newspaper reports, Norman 
Murphy’s discoveries encompass English and American social history from the Victorian era to the space 
race. He demonstrates conclusively that the world P.G. Wodehouse described was real enough. What 
Wodehouse did was to show the funny side of it.  

Published by Popgood & Groolley (December 2006)   ISBN 978-0-9554209-0-0 (paperback)  
Volume 1: The World of Wodehouse (496 pages, 23 photographs)  
Volume 2: The Words of Wodehouse: Quotations & References (584 pages, 9 photographs)  

 
Price: UK£30 / US$60 Sold only as a two-volume set [PayPal users: Please add an extra £2 per two-volume set.]  
Shipping & handling:   Within the U.K.: £6.50 per set  /  Europe: £9.75 per set 
 All other countries:   Air mail – UK£18.75 per set or US$37.50 per set 
    Surface mail – UK£9.75 per set or US$19.50 per set  

To obtain your copy of A Wodehouse Handbook, fill in and return the form below. Note payment details at the 
bottom, and indicate whether you want your book(s) autographed.  

…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
TO: Norman Murphy, Popgood & Groolley, 9 Winton Avenue, London N11 2AS (U.K.) 
RE: A Wodehouse Handbook: The World and Words of P.G. Wodehouse  

Please send ____ copies @ UK£30 / US$60  = ____________   Yes, please autograph 
 Shipping & handling charges  = ____________ 

If using PayPal, add UK£2.50 per set = ____________   PayPal payment sent on 
 Total enclosed: (please specify pounds or dollars) = ____________  (date): ____________ 
 

Name and address:  ________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________ 

Note: If paying in pounds sterling, please make your cheque or money order out to Norman Murphy.  
If paying in U.S. dollars, please make your check or money order out to Ellin Woodger.  
PayPal users: go to www.paypal.com, select “Send money” in pounds sterling to Popgroolley@yahoo.co.uk, 
then either include autographing and shipping instructions in the PayPal notes or send this form by mail. 


