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And teach he did; he always took one form each
year, and in addition he taught the Upper Classics side
both as a form and individually. His most lasting
legacy was considered to be the individual tutoring
seminars he held on the great works of world
literature, during the evening in the Gilkes’s home
study, setting the boys essays, which they read aloud
to him the next week. “Akin to suicide,” Plum called it
at first, but he came to value it highly, as he did the
chance to see the kindliness of the Master as a parent
and husband. 

Gilkes was a great and good man, also described
as a sweet man with saintly qualities. He had a horror
of conceit in all forms – “side” he called it, as did
Plum, all his life. Gilkes would not tolerate swearing;
he hated slang (even abbreviating words like exam)
and smoking, which he controlled in his staff by
giving them additional tasks. Known as the Old Man,
he was always described as “6 feet 6 inches in his
stockinged feet” – he discarded his heavy-soled boots
whenever he needed to concentrate, and the boys
would be mesmerised by his toes keeping time to
Latin dictation. 

There were boarding rituals, too, such as the
fortnightly letters home, the writing of the weekly
essay and the translating of it into other languages, and
the monthly Latin examination – all timetabled with
the Master’s excessive concern for punctuality. If
Gilkes arrived at a classroom that wasn’t in order, he
would apologise for being early and remove himself
while it was tidied up, returning a few minutes later to
begin the lesson. There were no rules in Gilkes’s
school, other than how you should be dressed. On his
arrival at Dulwich, he set to work to train 30 prefects
to serve him and the school, and with his guidance, he
expected them to mete out just punishment. His most
remembered advice to prefects was: “Order them
about, they like it, they like it!” If parents of a boy
were asked to remove him, it was only because of bad
behaviour over a long period of time, and only when
Gilkes had tried every remedy. 

The boys saw more of him than any Master before
or since. He did all he could to lessen the gap between
the dull boy and the most brilliant, encouraging
everyone. At prize-givings, so generous was his praise
for those who did not succeed that it was often
difficult to know who had won the prizes. “How did
you do?” he would ask, and if the reply was “I won,
sir” then Gilkes’s likely response was: “It may have
been better for you if you had not.”

And then there were games. By 1897, numbers in
the school had reached 700, of which almost half were
boarders. Almost all took part in an incredible range of
physical activities, but it was the boarders who spent
half of their lives on the pitches and filled most of the
teams. No games were compulsory, another example
of Gilkes proving that the voluntary principle

triumphed, and they were run by captains of teams, of
which there were literally dozens. Staff intervened
only by invitation. The day began before breakfast
with ‘keep fit’ in white vests on the South Gravel in all
weathers. Plum continued with the same routine all his
life, even if in the comfort of his study. 

A photograph of the Dulwich College playing
fields with the Crystal Palace in the background was
taken on Founder’s Day in 1895, when 14 games of
cricket were in progress. On each Founder’s Day – 21
June – Gilkes would stride out from his home in the
Centre Block, in top hat and tails, hand his umbrella to
a bystander, and spend a few minutes umpiring each
and every game. He was a fine cricketer and, with his
height, 18 stone, and trimmed grey beard, an awesome
presence. Gilkes made Founder’s Day a unity of
brotherliness, never to be forgotten. No one forgot his
Great Hall assemblies either. 

So – Pelham Grenville Wodehouse, in grey flannel
bags, black blazer, and blue-and-black striped cap, to
be known from that day as Wodehouse minor, was
delivered to the corner gate on Dulwich Common at
9.30 a.m. on an April morning in 1894, age 12½. The
School Sgt Major, in uniform trimmed with gold lace,
met him and three other new boys of varying ages and
escorted them to a classroom in the Junior Block,
where they were seated by a friendly master, who then
asked them to see what sense they could make from a
piece of Latin prose. As the new boys nervously
looked at their Latin texts, the door opened and in
came Gilkes, in cap and gown, tall, serene, and
beautifully quiet; he spoke softly to the master in
charge – “and we knew that we very much wanted to
pass the examination.” So wrote another of the new
boys that morning, years later when he discovered that
PGW was among them.

The main examination papers for entry to the
College Plum would have sat and passed at his prep
school; this Latin text was to place him in a suitable
set for what was the last term of that academic year.
And we know precisely how well he did that morning
by the form he joined: they were all older than he was
by some months. 

Plum’s older brother Armine, who was a truly
outstanding classics scholar and a good all-rounder,
had been at the College for two years and a term,
exactly the difference in their ages. Armine could not
have been too pleased to discover Plum in a form just
one year below. It was not the only irksome thing for
Armine. Not unusually, the boarding houses were all
full when Plum arrived, and he was given lodgings in
East Dulwich with one of the senior masters, H. V.
Doulton, known to the boys as ‘Spud’ – apparently
because of the shape of his head. Doulton was
Principal of Music, Armine’s piano teacher, and
opening bat in the staff cricket XI, a regular opponent
of the boys’ teams. Although Plum must have longed
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The Economic Times (India), November 1
The Union Minister of State for Commerce
commented at a conference that the country’s coffee
growers were manic-depressive, as they insisted on
showing photographs to demonstrate their plight. On
one occasion, said the report, “they insisted on
showing him photographs of the pestilential white
stem-borer ravishing their arabica crops, which may
have reminded him of how Gussie Fink-Nottle would
keep holding forth on the sex life of newts until Bertie
Wooster would beg him to ‘Keep it clean!’”
Telegraph (Seven), November 4
Published an article by Joseph Connolly celebrating
the 60th anniversary of the Folio Society, in which he
recalled how its owner, Lord Gavron, used to visit
Connolly’s antiquarian bookshop regularly to buy
PGW first editions, and stressed how much the
production and design director Joe Whitlock Blundell
appreciated Wodehouse.
Deccan Herald, November 5
Published a feature describing a tour of Sudeley
Castle, including a discussion of its merits as a source
for Blandings.
Arizona Central, November 9
Reviewed a book entitled The Book That Changed My
Life, a compilation of comments by prominent writers,
including short-story writer Amy Bloom, who “almost
chose Pride and Prejudice or A Tale of Two Cities but
finally opted for The Most of P G Wodehouse because
she and her father had laughed over it together”.
Guardian Blogs (Books), November 9
Nicholas Lezard noted when times are hard, “a
favourite book is a comfort that nothing else can
match – not even booze or drugs. . . . At the moment I
have a big pot of Valium a friend has given me to get
through a rather nasty time. It remains untouched.
What I’m doing is rereading P G Wodehouse. Much
better for one. More laughs. More endorphins.”
Daily Telegraph, November 13 
(from Carolyn de la Plain)
An editorial referred to research claiming that eating
fish at least once a week reduced the risk of dementia
by up to a third, and suggested that Bertie Wooster
should have followed Jeeves’s dietary lead.
Daily Telegraph, November 18 (and Independent,
November 26)
Each reviewed the book Why Not Catch-21?  The
Stories Behind the Titles by Gary Dexter (Frances
Lincoln), and included an extract from the piece on My
Man Jeeves.
Brain of Britain (Radio 4), November 19 
The questions posed by a listener, Martin Jenkins of

Morden, during the short break between rounds were:
“What was Jeeves’s Christian name?” and “What was
Bertie Wooster’s middle name?” The panel answered
the first correctly, but failed with the second.
News Quiz (Radio 4), November 23 
(from Gwendolin Goldbloom)
Carrie Quinlan ended her comments on David
Cameron’s attempt to smarten children up by saying,
“I’m off to the Drones now, because Barmy
Fotheringay-Phipps is having a hell of a time.”
Guardian (Review), November 24
Carried a favourable review of The Wit and Wisdom of
P. G. Wodehouse.
The Times and Telegraph, November 27
Reported the Service of Thanksgiving for the late Lord
Deedes, at which his daughter, the Hon Lucy Deedes,
read from ‘A Crime Wave at Blandings’.
Arizona Daily Wildcat, November 27
Even a newspaper in a relatively remote American
state felt its readers should know that PGW named his
“famous fictional butler” Jeeves after Percy Jeeves, a
British cricketer who died during World War I.
The Times, November 28 (from John Hodgson)
Reported on the availability of a searchable archive of
104 years’ worth of London telephone directories,
including entries for PGW.
The Source (Great Missenden), December
Carried a short article about the publication of The Wit
and Wisdom of P. G. Wodehouse by local resident Tony
Ring.
The Week, December 1 (from Alexander Dainty)
In the column ‘The List’, Sir Patrick Moore listed a
selection of Best Books, the last of which was Thank
You, Jeeves. Moore described Jeeves as “one of the
greatest characters in British literature” and noted that
“Wodehouse has had many imitators but no equals”.
University Challenge, December 10
St Edmund Hall, Oxford, were asked the question (on
the topic of ‘Sport and Fiction’): “The Clicking of
Cuthbert and The Heart of a Goof are collections of
stories written by P G Wodehouse narrated by the
Oldest Member. What sport were they about?” Their
answer: “Cricket.”
The Australian, December 16
Greg Sheridan posed the thought that the absence of
gardens in Australian literature (and much high
culture) is a bit of a mystery, adding that gardens are
central to European literature and in PGW the garden
at Blandings is almost as much a character as Lord
Emsworth himself.
Telegraph Magazine, December 22
Carried a profile of Ben Schott, whose comments
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included: “I do a lot of re-reading for pleasure. I’m
often engrossed in statistical reports all day so reading
certain authors is incredibly relaxing. P G Wodehouse
has become just like eating.”
The Mail on Sunday, December 23
(from John Hodgson)
A review by Craig Brown of Les Dawson’s Secret
Notebooks, compiled by Tracy Dawson, compared
PGW’s sentence about Lady Malvern fitting into “my
biggest armchair as if it had been built around her by
somebody who knew they were wearing armchairs
tight about the hips that season” with Dawson’s “She
once collapsed in the middle of the road, and until the
crane arrived to lift her, the police advised motorists to
treat her as a roundabout”.
Daily Telegraph, December 26
Anam Blomfield reported on the ‘remarkable revival’
which Wodehouse is making in Russia since the ban
imposed by Stalin in 1929 was lifted in 1990. 
Los Angeles Times, December 30 (from Karen Shotting)
In an article on Hearst Castle in California,
Christopher Reynolds commented on some of the
many famous guests who stayed there during its
heyday, including “author P. G. Wodehouse cracking
wise about the yaks in the private zoo”.
Accountancy Magazine, January
Robert Bruce wrote an article extolling the impressive
management techniques of Wodehouse’s headmaster
at Dulwich, A. H. Gilkes.
Independent, January 3 (and many others)
Many papers included Wodehouse’s quotation about
the first Flashman book (“If there was a time when I
felt that watcher-of-the-skies-when-a-new-planet stuff,
it was when I read the first Flashman”) in their
obituary of the series’ author, George MacDonald
Fraser.
Open Book (Radio 4), January 3
A programme on The Art of Comic Writing opened
with PGW’s voice explaining how important it was to
get the love interest settled first. This was followed by
a studio-read extract about the love life of a newt. 
Times, January 4
Reviewing the Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve
broadcasts of Jeeves Live by Martin Jarvis, Chris
Campling described them as “essential listening” and
said that they “showed once again that Jarvis under-
stands Wodehouse in a way granted to few”.
Sunday Telegraph, January 6
Reviewed Norman Murphy’s A Wodehouse Handbook
in its section Seven, and carried a related article in the
news pages.
Times, January (from Simon Frazer)
In the ‘Word Watching’ puzzle, readers were asked to
define Scrag as ‘a rough tackle’, ‘mincemeat’, or ‘a

precipice’. The answer confirmed it was a rough rugby
tackle by a quote from one of PGW’s school stories
from 1903.
Quote, Unquote (Radio 4), January 16
The first programme of a new series had a Wodehouse
round concentrating on identifying his modifications
of well-known quotations such as “The face that
stopped a thousand clocks” and “Will no one rid me of
this turbulent butler?”
Washington Post, January 17
Provided a very useful list of books featuring ‘Literary
Pigs’, using Summer Lightning as the Blandings
representative.
The Hindu, January 20
Our newest Patron, Shashi Tharoor, remembered the
contribution made to broadcast cricket by the late
Brian Johnston and pointed out that, like Wodehouse,
he revealed to the world a perpetually sunny
disposition, was generous to a fault, and delighted in
telling wry jokes against himself.
The Scotsman, February 8
Writing of the death of the Maharishi, the Beatles’
onetime guru, Robert McNeil said he was not the man
for gurus. In middle age you still search for an author
or thinker who will explain all. But the tragedy of
growing up is the discovery that nobody knows what
they are doing, and in the end you fall back on the
fictional trinity – Shakespeare, Wodehouse and
Tolkien – “each of whom, for all their fine words,
ultimately believed in just muddling through, which is
fine as far as it goes.”
University of Toronto News, February 12
In an article by Caz Zyvatkauskas of the Strategic
Communications Department, she lamented the
tendencies of universities to concentrate on the
serious. She proposed a whole course on Jeeves and
Wooster for the English Department and suggested
creating a fund to be opened in support of such an
idea. 
The Mail on Sunday, February 17 
(from John Hodgson)
David Mellor pointed out that as the revival of
Jonathan Miller’s production of The Mikado at the
Coliseum was based on the idea that as the show was a
satire on English manners, why not dispense with the
Japanese element, set it in a 1920s grand hotel, and
populate it with silly asses straight out of the pages of
PGW?
Daily Telegraph, February 18 
(from Murray Hedgcock)
A thoughtful article by A N Wilson explores the
paradox of Bertie Wooster the narrator maintaining he
is a silly ass, yet recalling the existence (if not the
correct detail) of an encyclopaedic range of literary
and other references.
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May 10, 2008  Arrow Wodehouse Picnic
Arrow will celebrate its new line of paperback
Wodehouse titles with a family picnic, 12–3 p.m., at a
London location to be announced. See page 13.

June 14, 2008  Havant Literary Festival Readathon
A special event featuring Plum – see page 17.

June 20, 2008  Gold Bats v Dulwich Dusters
Our  annual match at Dulwich College will commence
at 4.30 p.m., with the popular tea served around 5.30.

June 22, 2008  Gold Bats v Sherlock Holmes Society
Our annual match against the Sherlock Holmes
Society of London at the West Wycombe Cricket Club,
11.30 a.m.–6 p.m. Be sure to bring a picnic lunch.

July 6, 2008  Gold Bats v The Intellectuals
This match (date still to be confirmed) will be played
at Charterhouse School. See June issue for details.

July 8, 2008  Society Meeting
Our July meeting will be at the Arts Club, 40 Dover
Street, London; start time 6 p.m. An abbreviated
Wodehouse Walk is offered prior to the meeting. For
more details on the walk and the meeting, see page 15.

July 23, 2008  Gold Bats in Kent
The Gold Bats will play together with the Siegfried
Sassoon Society at Matfield, Kent, starting at 2 p.m.

August 3, 2008  Gold Bats v Hollywood Cricket Club
This special match with the Hollywood Cricket Club
will commence at 2 p.m., at a location still to be
determined. See page 15.

August 10, 2008  Gold Bats v Kirby Strollers
This charity match will take place in the grounds of
Audley End House, near Saffron Walden, starting at 1
p.m. 

September 20–21, 2008  Newbury Show
The Royal County of Berkshire Show is held in
Newbury, and as in previous years, the Society is
sponsoring the prize for the Berkshire Pig Breeders
Club Champion of Champions; judging takes place on
Sunday the 21st at 10 a.m. For further information on
the show, see http://www.newburyshow.co.uk/.

September 26–28, 2008  Havant Literary Festival
This new festival in Havant, Hampshire, will feature
Wodehouse among other authors, and Tony Ring will
be giving a talk on September 27..

November 18, 2008  Society Meeting
The venue and speaker for this meeting will be
announced in the next issue of Wooster Sauce.

October 23, 2008  Society Formal Dinner
For our 2008 black-tie dinner, the Society will return to
the glorious surroundings of Gray’s Inn. Application
forms will be mailed with the June issue of Wooster
Sauce.




