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relished watching the Gold Bats in their annual fixture
with the Dulwich Dusters.

From The Times, March 2 (from Hilary Bruce)
A description of the new book Machiavelli’s Lawn notes
that its gardening tips include “choosing the correct
houseplant [to] ward off the ignominy of marriage, as
described by P. G. Wodehouse”.

From The Daily Telegraph, March 9 
(from Carolyn de la Plain)
The third leader used the quotation “I forget how it
arose, but I remember Jeeves once saying that sleep knits
up the ravelled sleeve of care” to introduce comments
about some new American research on the value of
dreamless sleep (which apparently “does wonders for
the hippocampus, the learning region of the brain of
which taxi drivers are so proud”).

From The Independent, March 23 (from Mark Taylor)
In a list of recommended books for children, literary
editor Katy Guest included Carry On, Jeeves – “a grown-
up book but not that grown-up”.

From The Spectator, March 26 (from Edward Cazalet)
Wodehouse merited three mentions: (1) Charles Moore
wrote in ‘The Spectator’s Notes’ that “The idea of John
Gross as the literary Jeeves to [Martin] Amis’s Bertie
Wooster was very pleasing”; (2) Allan Massie led off a
column on light verse by quoting the first lines of the
classic ‘Good Gnus’; (3) Charles Spencer wrote of his
battle with depression: “The smallest task becomes a
huge labour and all I want to do is read P. G. Wodehouse,
drink cups of tea and sleep.”

From The Wall Street Journal, March 30
Kaushik Basu, the Chief Economic Adviser for India, has
published two new books, and in an interview he
recommended reading Rousseau’s Confessions; Katherine
Tait’s My Father, Bertrand Russell; Kafka’s The Trial; and
any P G Wodehouse.

From The Evening Standard, March 31
A review of Nicola Shulman’s book Graven with Diamonds
about Sir Thomas Wyatt says that the author describes
Wyatt’s “attempts to placate the termagant Anne Boleyn
almost as P G Wodehouse might: ‘Henry’s letters swim
with mollification and – in response to some lost rebuff –
the sort of shaken dignity one sees in a senior dog
retreating from an unexpected cat.’”

From The Financial Times, April 2
Lord Bragg wrote that Kingsley Amis had once met a
man who had just read his first P G Wodehouse. “I
thought, ‘What a lucky beggar,’” said Amis. “Just think
of the fun he’s going to have reading all those other
books for the first time.”

From The Daily Telegraph, April 2
Ceri Radford’s book A Surrey State of Affairs was inspired
by her 53-year-old mother, who immediately recognised
herself in the main character. In her description of the

book, Ceri added that her mother didn’t take it too
personally.

. . . Constance may be a trifle intrusive, but she is
no Aunt Agatha. P G Wodehouse – who did in
fact possess real-life aunts of his own – was a
brave man to create fictional relatives of such
staggeringly brilliant malevolence. His anti-hero
Bertie Wooster describes ‘My Aunt Agatha, the
one who chews broken bottles and kills rats with
her teeth’ and nonchalantly maintains that ‘It is
no use telling me that there are bad aunts and
good aunts. At the core, they are all alike. Sooner
or later, out pops the cloven hoof.’

From The Daily Telegraph, April 4 (from Mark Taylor)
Published an obituary of Nancy Kominsky, whose
second husband had been Patrick Wodehouse (see p.6).

From The Guardian, April 6
Frank Keating wrote an article entitled ‘From Jeeves to
Herriot: all creatures great and sporty’, noting that other
writers as well as Wodehouse had “borrowed from real
sporting characters to add resonance to works of fiction”.

From Waitrose Weekend, April 14
(from Larissa Saxby-Bridger and Jo Jacobius)
In a column entitled ‘My Best Books’, gardening
journalist and author Anna Pavord included Life at
Blandings with the comment “Gardens are about escape
and at Blandings – with its mossy walks, shrubberies and
‘flarze’ – lies the most perfect deliverance. I don’t want to
be Einstein or Scott of the Antarctic. I want to be Lord
Emsworth.”

From Sunday Telegraph, April 17 (from Jo Jacobius)
A letter from a reader addressing another reader’s
objection to ‘golf’ being pronounced ‘gof’ referenced
PGW’s dedication in The Clicking of Cuthbert: “To the
immortal memory of John Henrie and Pat Rogie who at
Edinburgh in the year 1593 A.D. were imprisoned for
‘playing of the gowff on the links of Leith every Sabbath
the time of the Sermonses . . .’”

From The Independent, May 16
In his article ‘Readers Digest: How to Recreate the Great
Literary Dishes’, Christopher Hirst referred to Anatole’s
skills but also quoted Wodehouse’s warning about the
perils of picnics from Very Good, Jeeves:

I met a fellow the other day who told me he
unpacked his basket and found the champagne
had burst and together with the salad dressing
had soaked into the ham, which in turn had got
mixed up with the gorgonzola cheese forming a
kind of paste. . . . He ate the mixture but he said
he could taste it even now.

More to the Fore: In a letter printed in the Financial Times of January 15, John H. V. Gilbert of Vancouver,
Canada, commented on an editorial that reminded him of a passage in Robert McCrum’s biography regarding
PGW’s anonymous publication of his poem ‘The Parrot’ and its refrain “Your food will cost you more”.
Gilbert noted that the poem was “a huge success” and that on the heels of its publication, the Liberals came to
power. “And the future of Wodehouse as brilliant comic writer was a certainty.” 

(Thanks to SANDY KINNEAR)
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Future Events for Your Diary

Contents

June 17, 2011  Gold Bats vs. The Dulwich Dusters
June 19, 2011  Gold Bats vs. Sherlock Holmes Society
Our two annual matches take place two days apart.
For details, see Society News on page 4.

June 30, 2011  Lecture on StrandMagazine
Richard Burnip is giving a lunchtime lecture at the
National Army Museum on Strand magazine in the
Great War; PGW is mentioned. 

July 2, 2011  Murphy’s Wodehouse Walk
The start time for Norman’s walk is 10 a.m.; the walk
is free. 

July 3, 2011  Cricket in Thorpe Bay
The Gold Bats will play in the Trevor Bailey Memorial
Game at Alleyn Court School, Thorpe Bay.

July 12, 2011  Society Meeting
This meeting will again be held in the upstairs room at
The George from 6 p.m. This will be a particularly
entertaining evening – for the reason why, see page 4.

July 20, 2011  Cricket in Kent
Members of the Gold Bats will play together with the
Siegfried Sassoon Society against the Matfield Cricket
Club in Kent, starting at 2 p.m.

August 7, 2011  Gold Bats vs. Kirby Strollers
This annual charity match will take place in the
grounds of Audley End House, near Saffron Walden;
starting at 1 p.m. For more about Audley End,
including a map, see http://bit.ly/bVgjH1.

August 25–September 25, 2011  Jeeves in the Morning
Stage West Theatre in Houston, Texas, is producing
this Wodehouse adaptation written by Mark Richards.
For further information, see their website at
http://www.stagewest.org/. (Note the change of date
from what was in the March issue.)

September 3, 2011  Murphy’s Wodehouse Walk
Norman Murphy will lead another walk around
Wodehouse’s London. See July 2 for details.

October 13–16, 2011 The Wodehouse Society
Convention, Dearborn, Michigan
The US Society’s 16th biennial binge will be held at
Dearborn, Michigan. 

October 28–30, 2011 Follow Wodehouse to Emsworth
The Brookfield Hotel, Emsworth, has put together a
wonderful program of events to commemorate PGW’s
130th birthday. See the article on page 11.

November 1, 2011  Society Meeting and AGM
The location and speaker for this meeting will be
announced in the September issue.




